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Abstract : This paper will examine the value of introducing social justice issues into the tertiary fine art curriculum at a first-
year level. The paper will present detail of the conceptual impetus and the logistics related to the execution of a collaborative
teaching project. The cohort of students was registered for the Fine Art Foundation course at the Michaelis School of Fine Art
at the University of Cape Town. The course is dedicated to the development of critical thinking, communication skills, and
varied approaches to knowledge construction within the first-year cohort. A core component of the course is the examination of
the representation of gender, identity, politics, and power. These issues are examined within a range of public and private
representations  like  art  galleries,  museum  spaces,  and  contemporary  popular  culture.  This  particular  project  was  a
collaborative project with the Office of Inclusivity and Change, and the project leaders were Fabian Saptouw and Gabriel Khan.
The paper will conclude by presenting an argument for the importance of such projects within the tertiary environment.
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