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Abstract : The absence of teeth through either premature loss or developmental absence is a common condition with
potentially severe impact on affected individuals. Management of these cases presents a clinical challenge which may be
difficult to resolve given the effects of tooth loss or hypodontia over the course of a patient’s lifetime. Treatment of such cases
is often best provided by a multi-disciplinary team, where the patient’s expectations and care delivery can be optimally
managed. Orthodontic treatment is often used to prepare the dentition in advance of restorative replacement of missing teeth.
Conversely, the placement of implants may precede the delivery of orthodontic treatment and indeed may function as an
adjunctive orthodontic procedure. We discuss the use of both approaches here and illustrate their clinical implementation with
two case reports. The first case demonstrates the use of fixed appliances to prepare the mouth for an opposing implant-
retained complete denture. A second case demonstrates the use of implant-retained crowns to provide orthodontic anchorage
in a partially dentate patient. We propose that complex cases such as these should always be planned and treated by a multi-
disciplinary team in order to optimise the delivery of care, patient experience, and treatment outcome. The presented cases
add to the body of evidence in this area.
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