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Abstract : Kura Kaupapa Maori (kura) and bilingual schools are primary schools in Aotearoa/New Zealand which operate fully
or partially under Maori custom and have curricula developed to include Te Reo Maori and Tikanga Maori (Maori language and
cultural practices). These schools were established to support Maori children and their families through reinforcing cultural
identity by enabling Maori language and culture to flourish in the field of education. Maori kaupapa (values), Matauranga
Maori (Maori knowledge) and Te Reo are crucial considerations for the development of educational resources developed for
kura, bilingual and mainstream schools. The inclusion of hazard risk in education has become an important issue in New
Zealand due to the vulnerability of communities to a plethora of different hazards. Maori have an extensive knowledge of their
local area and the history of hazards which is often not appropriately recognised within mainstream hazard education
resources. Researchers from the Joint Centre for Disaster Research, Massey University and East Coast LAB (Life at the
Boundary) in Napier were funded to collaboratively develop a toolkit of tsunami risk reduction activities with schools located in
Hawke’s Bay’s tsunami evacuation zones. A Maori-led bicultural approach to developing and running the education activities
was taken, focusing on creating culturally and locally relevant materials for students and schools as well as giving students a
proactive role in making their communities better prepared for a tsunami event. The community-based participatory research
is Maori-centred, framed by qualitative and Kaupapa Maori research methodologies and utilizes a range of data collection
methods including interviews, focus groups and surveys. Maori participants, stakeholders and the researchers collaborated
through the duration of the project to ensure the programme would align with the wider school curricula and kaupapa values.
The education programme applied a tuakana/teina, Maori teaching and learning approach in which high school aged students
(tuakana) developed tsunami preparedness activities to run with primary school students (teina). At the end of the education
programme, high school students were asked to reflect on their participation, what they had learned and what they had
enjoyed during the activities. This paper draws on lessons learned throughout this research project. As an exemplar, retaining
a bicultural and bilingual perspective resulted in a more inclusive project as there was variability across the students’ levels of
confidence using Te Reo and Maori knowledge and cultural frameworks. Providing a range of different learning and
experiential activities including waiata (Maori songs), purakau (traditional stories) and games was important to ensure
students had the opportunity to participate and contribute using a range of different approaches that were appropriate to their
individual learning needs. Inclusion of teachers in facilitation also proved beneficial in assisting classroom behavioral
management. Lessons were framed by the tikanga and kawa (protocols) of the school to maintain cultural safety for the
researchers and the students. Finally, the tuakana/teina component of the education activities became the crux of the
programme, demonstrating a path for Rangatahi to support their whanau and communities through facilitating disaster
preparedness, risk reduction and resilience.
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