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Abstract : A stockperson has a significant influence on the productivity and welfare of their animals. This influence may be
good or bad depending on their stockmanship competence. In this study, stockmanship competence (SC) is defined as the
capacity of the stockperson to ensure the welfare of their animals by providing their animal’s needs. The study was conducted
to evaluate the stockmanship competence of backyard goat raisers and to examine its relationship to productivity and economic
profitability. This was made possible by interviewing 101 backyard goat raisers who have undergone farmer livestock school on
integrated goat management (FLS IGM) in Region I, Philippines on September 3-30, 2012 and March 4-17, 2013. Secondary
data needed were gathered from the local  government agencies involved.  Data on stockmanship,  goat  productivity  and
farmer’s  income before and after  attending FLS-IGM were gathered through a semi-structured interview. Questions for
stockamnship were based on the Philippine recommends on goat production, tips on goat raising and other scientific literature.
Stockmanship competence index score (SCIS) was computed by summing the raw scores derived from each components of SC
divided by the total number of components. Pearson correlation through SPSS was used to see the relationship between SC,
productivity and income. Result showed that majority raised native and upgraded goats. The computed mean SCIS before and
after undergoing FLS-IGM was 38.53% and 75.81%, respectively, an improvement of 49.17%. Both index scores resulted in
significant differences in productivity and income. The median mature weight and mortality rate of goats before FLS-IGM,
where SC was low, was 14 kg and 50% respectively. On the other hand, after stockmanship had improved, the median mature
weight increased to 19 kgs and mortality rate decreased to 11.11%. Likewise, fewer goat diseases were observed by farmers as
compared before. With regards to income, there was 127.34% difference on the median net income derived by farmers. Result
implies that improved stockmanship competence can lead not only to increased productivity and income of backyard goat
raisers but also welfare of the animal.
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