
Collaborative Reflexive/Reflective Teaching and Action Research in TESL
Authors : O. F. Elkommos
Abstract : Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) has become a very rich area of research. Practitioners or teachers
of English as a foreign or a second language are now promoting both collaborative learning and collaborative teaching.
Students learning a language collaboratively and cooperatively are learning in a better environment of team work where they
learn from each other. Further, teaching English collaboratively also creates an enriching environment that is also very
enriching to students&rsquo; and teachers&rsquo; experiences of learning and teaching. Moreover, action research stems
from actual teacher concerns and students&rsquo; needs. Reflection in turn, on the experience of the material taught and the
delivery of material is becoming an integral part of the teaching and learning experience self- evaluation and self-development.
In this case, the concern of the research field in the area of TESL will be the development of teaching delivery, material and
quality  of  learning.  In the present  research,  the TESL module taught to  year two students in  the Faculty  of  Arts  and
Humanities, British University in Egypt (BUE) will be evaluated reflexively by the students and teachers. The module was
taught to students in two different specialisms. It was taught and delivered through collaborative teaching and was evaluated
by both teachers and students as very successful and enjoyable. The reflections of both teachers and students as well as
student results confirm that it was a success.
Keywords : action research, addressing differentiation, collaborative teaching, reflective teaching and learning, reflexive
learning, reflexive teaching, self-development, self-evaluation, TESL
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