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Abstract : Biodiversity refers to the numbers, variety and variability of living organisms and ecosystem. The climatic and
altitudinal  variations,  coupled  with  varied  ecological  habitats  of  this  country,  have  contributed  to  the  development  of
immensely rich vegetation with a unique diversity in medicinal plants which provides an important source of medicinal raw
materials for traditional medicine systems as well as for pharmaceutical industries in the country and abroad. World Health
Organization has listed over 21000 plant species used around the world for medicinal purpose. In India, about 2500 plant
species are being used in indigenous system of medicine. The red data book lists 427 Indian Medicinal plant entries on
endangered species, of which 28 are considered extinct, 124 endangered, 81 rare, and 34 insufficiently known. It is abundantly
clear from the experience of all govt agencies that on their own they cannot efficiently conserve the biodiversity. Participatory
Approach with the involvement of local people in conservation is found to be more effective these days. Involvement of local
people reduces the cost involved in conservation. Local communities have long tradition of resource use in particular area, hold
in depth knowledge and experience of plant which can be invaluable for conservation efforts.Medicinal plants occupy a vital
sector of health care system in India and represent a major national resource.There is an immense need for conservation of
diversity of medicinal plant wealth for the present and fore coming generations, by adapting the suitable strategy with most
appropriate method of conservation.
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