World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Sport and Health Sciences
Vol:14, No:11, 2020

Investigating Teaching and Learning to Meet the Needs of Deaf Children in
Physical Education

Authors : Matthew Fleet, Savannah Elliott

Abstract : Background: This study investigates the use of teaching and learning to meet the needs of deaf children in the UK
PE curriculum. Research has illustrated that deaf students in mainstream schools do not receive sufficient support from
teachers in lessons. This research examines the impact of different types of hearing loss and its implications within Physical
Education (PE) in secondary schools. Purpose: The purpose of this study is to highlight challenges PE teachers face and make
recommendations for more inclusive learning environments for deaf students. The aims and objectives of this research are: to
critically analyse the current situation for deaf students accessing the PE curriculum, by identifying barriers deaf students
face; to identify the challenges for PE teachers in providing appropriate support for deaf students; to provide recommendations
for deaf awareness training, to enhance PE teachers’ understanding and knowledge. Method: Semi-structured interviews
collected data from both PE teachers and deaf students, to examine: the support available and coping mechanisms deaf
students use when they do not receive support; strategies PE teachers use to provide support for deaf students; areas for
improvement and potential strategies PE teachers can apply to their practice. Results & Conclusion: The findings from the
study concluded that PE teachers were inconsistent in providing appropriate support for deaf students in PE lessons. Evidence
illustrated that PE teachers had limited exposure to deaf awareness training. This impacted on their ability to support deaf
students effectively. Communication was a frequent barrier for deaf students, affecting their ability to retain and learn
information. Also, the use of assistive technology was found to be compromised in practical PE lessons.
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