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Abstract : This paper examines the interinstitutional dialogues within the Brazilian federal structures, which comprises
federal, state and local levels, around the themes of new approaches and interventions aimed to promote sustainable rural
development, particularly rural development as part of a territorial approach. The work seeks to understand to what extent the
various levels of the state interact with these strategies, particularly with the locally constituted powers, focusing on the
importance of the transition of traditional agriculture methods to more sustainable agroecological systems and its effects on
food security and sustainable rural development. The research analyses as case studies the Sustainable Rural Territories
Development Program (PRONAT) of the Ministry of Agrarian Development at the federal level, as well as the State of São Paulo
and the Vale do Ribeira Territory, an area characterized by environmental and social vulnerability, restrictive environmental
laws and attempts to promote sustainable development. In order to examine how the interrelationships between different levels
of governance and civil society, in addition to the neo-institutionalist polity centered literature, the research uses an adaptation
of the concept of arena in Ostrom and Hannigan, produced at different scales of decision-making processes, as well as the
multilevel governance literature. Document analysis, interviews, focus groups and direct observation techniques are also used.
The main findings of this study are that how different levels of governance understand and organize themselves for this work
and have a direct impact on the actions taken. Consequently, programs formulated for this purpose are not associated with the
creation of institutions capable of breaking with a traditional sectoral view that has historically prevailed in policymaking. And
the transition from traditional agriculture to agroecological production systems is hampered by a sectorial foundation, based
on large-scale production and the strengthening of the traditional country's land concentration model.
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