
Interactions between Residential Mobility, Car Ownership and Commute
Mode: The Case for Melbourne

Authors : Solmaz Jahed Shiran, John Hearne, Tayebeh Saghapour
Abstract : Daily travel behavior is strongly influenced by the location of the places of residence, education, and employment.
Hence a change in those locations due to a move or changes in an occupation leads to a change in travel behavior. Given the
interventions of housing mobility and travel behaviors, the hypothesis is that a mobile housing market allows households to
move as a result of any change in their life course, allowing them to be closer to central services, public transport facilities and
workplace and hence reducing the time spent by individuals on daily travel. Conversely, household’s immobility may lead to
longer commutes of residents, for example, after a change of a job or a need for new services such as schools for children who
have reached their school age. This paper aims to investigate the association between residential mobility and travel behavior.
The Victorian Integrated Survey of Travel and Activity (VISTA) data is used for the empirical analysis. Car ownership and
journey to work time and distance of employed people are used as indicators of travel behavior. Change of usual residence
within the last five years used to identify movers and non-movers. Statistical analysis, including regression models, is used to
compare the travel behavior of movers and non-movers. The results show travel time, and the distance does not differ for
movers and non-movers. However, this is not the case when taking into account the residence tenure-type. In addition, car
ownership rate and number found to be significantly higher for non-movers. It is hoped that the results from this study will
contribute to a better understanding of factors other than common socioeconomic and built environment features influencing
travel behavior.
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