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Abstract : Medicinal plants play a significant role in the health care system in Egypt. Knowledge developed over the years by
people is mostly unrecorded and orally passes on from one generation to the next. This knowledge is facing the danger of
becoming extinct. Therefore there is an urgent need to document the medicinal and aromatic plants associated with traditional
knowledge. The Egyptian Encyclopedia of wild medicinal plants (EEWMP) is the first attempt to collect most of the basic
elements of the medicinal plant resources of Egypt and their traditional uses. It includes scientific data on about 500 medicinal
plants in the form of monographs. Each monograph contains all available information and scientific data on the selected
species including the following: names, description, distribution, parts used, habitat, conservational status, active or major
chemical constituents, folk medicinal uses and heritage resources, pharmacological and biological activities, authentication,
pharmaceutical products, and cultivation. The DNA bar-coding is also included (when available). A brief Arabic summary is
given for every monograph. This work revealed the diversity in plant parts used in the treatment of different ailments. In
addition,  the  traditional  knowledge  gathered  can  be  considered  a  good  starting  point  for  effective  in  situ  and  ex-situ
conservation of endangered plant species.
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