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Abstract : The purpose of the following paper is to analyze the relationship between the lexical quality and the self-teaching
hypothesis and their impact on the reading ability. The following questions emerged, is there a correlation between the
effective reading experience that the lexical quality hypothesis proposes and the self-teaching hypothesis, would the ability to
read  by  analogy  facilitate  and  create  stable,  synchronized  four-word  representational,  and  would  word  morphological
knowledge be a possible extension of the self-teaching hypothesis. The lexical quality hypothesis speculates that words include
four representational attributes, phonology, orthography, morpho-syntax, and meaning. Those four-word representations work
together to make word reading an effective task. A possible lack of knowledge in one of the representations might disrupt
reading comprehension. The degree that the four-word features connect together makes high and low lexical word quality
representations. When the four-word representational attributes connect together effectively, readers have a high lexical
quality of words; however, when they hardly have a strong connection with each other, readers have a low lexical quality of
words.  Furthermore,  the  self-teaching  hypothesis  proposes  that  phonological  recoding  enables  printed  word  learning.
Phonological knowledge and reading experience facilitate the acquisition and consolidation of specific-word orthographies. The
reading experience is related to strong reading comprehension. The more readers have contact with texts, the better readers
they become. Therefore, their phonological knowledge, as the self-teaching hypothesis suggests, might have a facilitative
impact on the consolidation of the orthographical, morphological-syntax and meaning representations of unknown words. The
phonology of known words might activate effectively the rest of the representational features of words. Readers use their
existing phonological knowledge of similarly spelt words to pronounce unknown words; a possible transference of this ability to
read by analogy will appear with readers’ morphological knowledge. Morphemes might facilitate readers’ ability to pronounce
and spell new unknown words in which they do not have lexical access. Readers will encounter unknown words with similarly
phonemes and morphemes but with different meanings. Knowledge of phonology and morphology might support and increase
reading comprehension. There was a careful selection, discussion of theoretical material and comparison of the two existing
theories.  Evidence  shows that  morphological  knowledge  improves  reading  ability  and  comprehension,  so  morphological
knowledge might be a possible extension of the self-teaching hypothesis, the fundamental skill to read by analogy can be
implemented to the consolidation of word – specific orthographies via readers’ morphological knowledge, and there is a
positive correlation between effective reading experience and self-teaching hypothesis.
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