
Human and Environment Coevolution: The Chalcolithic Tell Settlements
from Muntenia and Dobrogea, South-Eastern Romania

Authors : Constantin Haita
Abstract : The chalcolithic tell settlements from south-eastern Romania, attributed to Gumelnița culture, are characterised by
a well-defined surface, marked often by delimitation structures, a succession of many layers of construction, destruction, and
rebuilding, and a well-structured area of occupation: built spaces, passage areas, waste zones. Settlements of tell type are
located in the river valleys –on erosion remnants, alluvial bars or small islands, at the border of the valleys– on edges or
prominences  of  Pleistocene  terraces,  lower  Holocene  terraces,  and  banks  of  lakes.  This  study  integrates  data  on  the
geographical  position,  the morphological  background,  and the general  stratigraphy of  these important  settlements.  The
correlation of the spatial distribution with the geomorphological units of each area of evolution creates an image of the natural
landscape in which they occurred. The sedimentological researches achieved in the floodplain area of Balta Ialomiței showed
important changes in the alluvial activity of Danube, after the Chalcolithic period (ca. 6500 - 6000 BP), to Iron Age and Middle
Ages. The micromorphological analysis, consisting in thin section interpretation, at the microscopic scale, of sediments and
soils in an undisturbed state, allowed the interpretation of the identified sedimentary facies, in terms of mode of formation and
anthropic  activities.  Our  studied  cases  reflect  some  distinct  situations,  correlating  either  with  the  geomorphological
background or  with  the  vertical  development,  the  presence of  delimiting structures  and the  internal  organization.  The
characteristics of tells from this area bring significant information about the human habitation of Lower Danube in Prehistory.
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