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Abstract : Despite several measures taken by the Government of India, entrepreneurship is still not perceived as a viable
career option by the young generation. Although the rate of startups has improved a little after the penetration of e portals as
business platforms, still the numbers are not very significant. It is also important to note that entrepreneurial initiatives are
mostly taken up by graduates of premier institutions of India like Indian Institute of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institute of
Management (IIMs). The scenario is not very satisfactory amongst the masses graduating from mainstream universities of the
country. Indian youth at large are not attracted towards entrepreneurship as a career choice. The reason probably lies in the
social fabric of the country and inappropriate education system which does not support the entrepreneurship at large amongst
youth in the country. Education is critical to the development of an economy from the poverty level to the level of self-
sustenance and development.  The current curriculum in the majority of  business schools in India prepares the average
graduate  to  become  employed  by  the  available  firms  or  business  owners  in  society.  For  graduates  in  other  streams,
employment opportunities are very limited. The aim of this study was to identify and design entrepreneurship education
contents  to  encourage  undergraduates  to  pursue  entrepreneurship  as  a  career  choice.  This  comprehensive  study  was
conducted in multiple stages. Extensive research was conducted at each stage with an appropriate methodology. These stages
of the project study were interconnected with each other, and each preceding stage provided inputs for the following stage of
the  study.  In  the  first  stage  of  the  study,  an  empirical  analysis  was  conducted  to  understand  the  current  state  of
entrepreneurial  intentions  of  undergraduates  of  Agra  city.  Various  stakeholders  were contacted at  the  stage,  including
students (n = 500), entrepreneurs (n = 20) and academicians and field experts (n = 10). At the second stage of the project
study,  a  systems  science  technique,  Nominal  Group  Technique  (NGT)  was  used  to  identify  the  critical  elements  of
entrepreneurship education in India based upon the findings of stage 1. The application of the Nominal Group Technique
involved a workshop format; 15 domain experts participated in the workshop. Throughout the process, a democratic process
was followed to avoid individual dominance and premature focusing on a single idea. The study obtained 63 responses from
experts for effective entrepreneurship education in India. The responses were reduced to seven elements after a few thematic
iterations. These elements were then segregated into content (knowledge, skills and attitude) and learning interaction on the
basis of experts’ responses. After identifying critical elements of entrepreneurship education in the previous stage, the course
was designed and validated at stage 3 of the project. Scientific methods were used at this stage to validate the curriculum
contents and training interventions experimentally. The educational and training interventions designed through this study
would not only help in developing entrepreneurial intentions but also creating skills relevant to the local entrepreneurial
opportunities in the vicinity.
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