
Insiders’ Perspectives of Countering Public Sector Corruption in Nigeria:
Identifying and Targeting Its Nature, Characteristics and Fundamental

Causes
Authors : Musa Bala Zakari, Mark Button
Abstract  :  This  paper  explores  the  extent,  nature,  and  characteristics  of  public  sector  corruption  in  Nigeria  and  the
enhancement of the major anti-corruption initiatives (reforms), thereby providing insight into the types, forms and causes of
corruption in Nigeria. This paper argues that attempts to devise and suggest effective anti-corruption reforms to control
systemic  corruption  in  Nigeria  require  identifying  the  most  prevalent  types  of  corruption  targeted  and  tackling  the
fundamental country specific causes. It analyses two types of public sector corruption as it relates to Nigeria and the workings
of  its  inefficient  governance system. This  paper concludes with the imperative of  a  collective action against  corruption
supported by considerable amount of domestic political will existing in a favourable policy context. In undertaking this, the
paper draws upon publicly available documents, case laws review and semi-structured interviews conducted with various
personnel working in the field of corruption in the dedicated anticorruption agencies, academics, and practitioners from other
relevant institutions of accountability.
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