
Representation of Master–Disciple Relationship in Rumi’s Poems:
Spirituality Vis-A-Vis Collective Consciousness

Authors : Nodi Islam
Abstract :  This paper critically  reads Rumi’s  poems in The Masnavi  (Book One) and the philosophy of  master-disciple
relationship, as reflected as a medium to attain the higher consciousness in the poems which is considered as spiritual by the
Sufi practitioners. This paper further applies the concept of collective consciousness introduced by Durkheim, which stands for
a set of beliefs, ideas, moral attitudes that operate as a unifying force in a certain society, in reading Rumi’s poems. According
to Sufi philosophy, in order to reach to the beloved who is the Higher Being, a lover has to be a disciple of a master and
dedicate himself completely even if it means to give up the earthly desires. When the process is completed, he achieves the
divinity  which is  the utmost  happiness to  be one with the beloved.  As this  process is  considered spiritual  by the Sufi
practitioners, this paper suggests that, apart from being spiritual, this is a reflection of collective consciousness also. This
process plays a part to construct the collectivity as a means to create masters and disciples. Collective consciousness operates
in this particular belief system of Sufis who tend to follow this phenomenon as a rule of obedience and accepts the rule because
this is how their particular community proceeds on. This paper offers a view of Rumi’s poems which reflect such relationship
and tends to offer a general discussion on the hegemonic approach of the Sufi society especially of the Mevlevi order. Finally,
this paper offers a constructive representation of Mevlevi society based upon the idea of spirituality which could be an outcome
of psychological and social issues and practices.
Keywords : collective consciousness, divinity, master-disciple relationship, Mevlevi order
Conference Title : ICPTC 2019 : International Conference on Philosophy, Theology and Culture
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : October 08-09, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:13, No:10, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

10
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
09

69
9.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(10) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/109699.pdf

