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Abstract : This study analyses urban institutional arrangements and their implications on allocation of wetlands for
development purposes in Zimbabwe using a case study of Harare. It was driven by the need to get to the root of the current
urban assault on wetlands. The study sought to analyse institutions that influence wetlands governance in Harare, to ascertain
level of wetlands loss and to determine the adequacy of the legal and regulatory framework for governing wetlands. Theories of
common property resources and of institutions are the paradigms that undergird this study. A qualitative research
methodology was employed, while in-depth interviews, observations and document review were used to gather data. The study
found out that unchecked infrastructure developments are taking place in the city’s wetlands. Urban institutional
arrangements in Harare were exposed as having negative implications on the protection of wetlands. It is the key argument of
this study that good institutional arrangements are priceless in the protection of commons such as wetlands. This study also
recommends a new framework that has environmentalists and technocrats as the final decision maker in land allocation as the
solution to protect wetlands from undue anthropogenic activities.
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