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Abstract : Among varied new literacies, information literacy is not only the best-known one but displays numerous models and
frameworks. Nonetheless, there is still a lack of its complex theoretical model that could be applied to information literacy
education in public (K12) education, which often makes use of constructivist approaches. This paper aims to present the main
features of such a model. To develop a complex model, the literature and practice of phenomenographic and sociocultural
theories, as well as discourse analytical approaches to information literacy, have been reviewed. Besides these constructivist
and expressive based educational approaches, the new model is intended to include the innovation of coupling them with a
cognitive model that takes developing informational and operational knowledge into account. The convergences between
different literacies (information literacy, media literacy, media and information literacy, and data literacy) were taken into
account, as well. The model will also make use of a three-country survey that examined secondary school teachers’ attitudes to
information literacy. The results of this survey show that only a part of the respondents feel properly prepared to teach
information literacy courses, and think that they can teach information literacy skills by themselves, while they see a librarian
as an expert in educating information literacy. The use of the resulting model is not restricted to enhancing theory. It is meant
to raise the level of awareness about information literacy and related literacies, and the next phase of the model’s development
will be a pilot study that verifies the usefulness of the methodology for practical information literacy education in selected
Hungarian secondary schools.
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