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Abstract : The numerous challenges South African, ESL learners experience were highlighted by the results of several literacy
surveys and tests, which demonstrated that our learners’ literacy abilities are far below standard and very weak compared to
other international countries. This study developed and implemented an interactive storybook intervention program to support
the reading development of ESL learners. The researchers utilized an experimental pre-test/post-test research design, whereby
80 ESL learners from five participating schools, were purposively sampled to take part in this study. This paper, inter alia,
discusses the key features of this intervention program whilst also reporting the results of the experimental investigation.
Results are promising and show a significant improvement in the mean scores of the learners in the experimental group.
Moreover, the results show the value of interactive storybook reading in creating responsive literacy environments to develop
the literacy skills of ESL learners.
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