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Abstract : Purpose: The paper aimed to explore the problems faced by the faculty in a distant and online learning
environment. It proposes the remedies of the problems faced by the teachers. In distant and online learning mode, the methods
of student assessment are different than traditional learning mode. In this paper, the assessment strategies of these learning
modes are identified, and the challenges faced by the teachers regarding these assessment methods are explored.
Design/Methodology/Approach: The study is qualitative and opted for an exploratory study, including eight interviews with
faculty of distant and online universities. The data for this small scale study was gathered using semi-structured interviews.
Findings: Findings of the study revealed that assignment and tests are the most effective way of assessment in these modes. It
further showed that less student-teacher interaction, plagiarized assignments, passive students, less time for marking are the
main challenges faced by the teachers in these modes. Research Limitations: Because of the chosen research approach, the
study might not be able to provide generalizable results. That’s why it is recommended to do further studies on this topic.
Practical Implications: The paper includes implications for the better assessment system in online and distant learning mode.
Originality/Value: This paper fulfills an identified need to study the challenges and problems faced by the teachers regarding
student assessment.
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