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Abstract : After the terrorist attacks of 9/11, new measures were adopted by powerful countries and regions like the United
States and the European Union in order to safeguard their security. In 2002, the US created the Department of Homeland
Security with one sole objective; to protect American soil and people. The US adopted new policies that made every immigrant
a potential terrorist and a threat to their national security. Stronger border control became one of the key elements of the fight
against organized crime and terrorism. The main objective of this paper is to compare some of the most important and radical
measures adopted by the US, even those that resulted in systematic violations of human rights, with some of the European
measures adopted after the 2015 Paris attacks of 2015, such as unlawful detainment of prisoners and other measures against
foreigners. Through the Schengen agreement, the European Union has tried to eliminate tariffs and border controls, in order to
guarantee successful economic growth. Terrorists have taken advantage of this and have made the region vulnerable to
attacks. Authorities need to strengthen their surveillance methods in order to safeguard the region and its stability. Through
qualitative methods applied to social sciences, this research will also try to explain why some of the mechanisms proven to be
useful in the US would not be so in Europe, especially because they would result in human rights violations. Finally, solutions
will be offered that would not put the whole Schengen Agreement at risk. Europe cannot reinstate border control, without
making individuals vulnerable to human rights violations.
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