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Abstract : Gender discrimination has been considered as a major obstacle in granting equal opportunity for women in higher
education as education plays a pivotal role in a country’s socioeconomic development. To examine the empowerment of women
in the higher education field of Assam, a case study has been carried out. In the first stage, an overview of enrollment of
students in different courses has been made by considering the whole state. In the second stage, a study has been conducted
regarding the enrollment of  students  in  various degree and postgraduate courses for  the period 2000-2007 at  Gauhati
University (one of the four universities of Assam), and the relevant data has been collected. It has been found that though the
enrollment of students in the degree levels has been constantly increasing, but the enrollment of girls are not proportionately
increasing, especially in commerce and law. On the other hand, in the postgraduate level, these proportions are higher in
almost all subjects (except some subjects like M. COM., L.L.M, M. C. A., Mathematics, etc.), indicating that compared to boys, a
higher number of girls are being admitted in postgraduate courses.
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