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Abstract : As a kind of popular culture in modern China, advice book on intimate relationship is turning into an important and
controversial  site  with  conflicts  among neoliberalism,  authoritative  socialism,  market-oriented  principles,  the  science  of
successful sex and relationship, cosmopolitan notions of nuclear families, and the revitalization of Confucian conservatism and
patriarchy.  Accelerated modernization and marketization has contributed to great changes in China’s culture and social
relations, which accordingly reconceptualizes and reconstructs family structures and moral ethics, particularly urban middle-
class nuclear families. To comprehend the meaning of advice book fad in moral and social order, this research proposes to (i)
understand the implication of Ayawawa through discourse analysis and how she mobilizes rhetorical devices and cultural
resources to present a persuasive and scientific method of managing intimate relationship, (ii) examine the critical role of
neoliberalism, post-feminism, and Confucian patriarchy assumed by Ayawawa in her books, (iii) explore how Ayawawa and her
fans engage in establishing a model of intimate relationship and sexual subjectivity ordered by neoliberalism, class identity and
authoritative socialism. Finally, this research argues that such new fad of a cultural phenomenon is gradually completed in the
process of cooperation and negotiation of the state, commercial institutions, and intellectual elite agents. It helps to further
learn about (i) the routine life under the influence of neoliberalism and modern hegemony, (ii) the perplexing relationship
between China's indigenous cultural forms, global socio-economic and cultural influences in the late modern era.
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