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Abstract : The research investigated the role of stakeholders such as students, teachers and administrators in the practices of
good governance in higher education by looking into the special  contributions of  top-officials,  teachers and students in
ensuring workable ties and productive interchanges in Adama Science and Technology University. Attention was given to
participation, fairness and exemplariness as key indicators of good governance. The target university was chosen for its
familiarity for the researcher to get dependable data, access to respondent and management of the processing of data.
Descriptive  survey  design  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  describing  concerned  roles  the  stakeholders  in  the  university
governance in order to reflect on the nature of participation of the practices. Centres of the research were administration
where supportive groups such as central administrators and underlying service-givers had parts and academia where teachers
and students were target.  Generally,  60 teachers, 40 students and 15 administrative officers were referents.  Data were
collected in the form of self-report through open-ended questionnaires. The findings indicated that, while vertical interchanges
in terms of academic and administrative routines were had normal flow on top-down basis, planned practices of stakeholders in
decision-making and reasonably communicating roles and changes in decisions with top-officials were not efficiently practiced.
Moreover, the practices of good modelling were not witnessed to have existed to the fullest extent. Rather, existence of a very
wide gap between the academic and administrative staffs was witnessed as was reflected the case between teachers and
students. The implication was such that for shortage in participative atmosphere and weaning of fairness in governance,
routine practices have been there as the vicious circles of governance.
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