
Exploring the Potential of Blockchain to Improve Higher Education
Authors : Tony Cripps, Larry Kimber
Abstract : This paper will begin by briefly explaining how blockchain technology works. Then, after highlighting a few of the
ways it promises to heavily impact all  aspects of the digital landscape, the focus will  shift to Blockchain in the field of
education, with specific emphasis placed on practical applications in foreign language education. Blockchain is a decentralized
Internet-based software application that guarantees truth in transactions. This means whenever two parties engage in a
transaction using Blockchain, it is time-stamped, added to a block of other transactions, and then permanently attached to an
unalterable ‘chain’ of blocks. The potential for developing applications with Blockchain is therefore immense, since software
systems that ensure the impossibility of outside tampering are invaluable. Innovative ideas in every imaginable domain are
presently being entertained and Blockchain in education is no exception. For instance, records kept within and between
institutions of students’ grade performance, academic achievement and verification of assignment/course completion are just a
few examples of how this new technology might potentially be used to revolutionize education. It is hoped that this paper will
be of use to all educators interested in the application of technology in the field of education.
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