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Abstract : The objective of this study is to explore the different methodological procedures that are used to obtain information
on the early linguistic development of children. To this end, two different methodological procedures were carried out on the
same sample: on the one hand, the MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development Inventories, in its adaptations in Spanish
and Basque; and on the other hand, longitudinal observation through professional software: ELAN and CHAT. The sample
consists of 8 Basque children/ages 16 to 30 months with different mother tongue (L1). The results show the usefulness of
inventories in obtaining information on the development of early communication and language skills, but also their limitations
mostly focused on the interpretive overvaluation of their children’s lexical development.
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