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Abstract : Relational planning approach proposed by Patsy Healey goes beyond the physical proximity and emphasizes social
proximity. This approach stresses the importance of nodes and flows between nodes. Current plans in European cities have
incrementally incorporated this approach, but urban plans in Iran have still stayed very detailed and rigid. In response to the
weak evaluation results of the comprehensive planning approach in Qazvin, the local authorities applied the City Development
Strategy (CDS) to cope with new urban challenges. The paper begins with an explanation of relational planning and suggests
that Healey gives urban planners about spatial strategies and then it surveys relational factors in CDS of Qazvin. This study
analyzes the extent which CDS of Qazvin have highlighted nodes, flows, and dynamics. In the end, the study concludes that
there is a relational understanding of urban dynamics in the plan, but it is weak.
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