
Perceived Competence toward Helping an Accident Victim in Pre-Hospital
Setting among Medical Graduates: A Cross Sectional Study from Jodhpur,

Rajasthan
Authors : Neeti Rustagi, Naveen Dutt, Arvind Sinha, Mahaveer S. Rhodha, Pankaja R. Raghav
Abstract : Background: Pre-hospital trauma care services are in developing stage in fast-urbanizing cities of India including
Jodhpur. Training of health professionals in providing necessary pre-hospital trauma care is an essential step in decreasing
accident related morbidity and mortality. The current study explores the response of a medical graduate toward helping an
accident victim in a pre-hospital setting before patient can be transferred to definitive trauma facility. Methodology: This study
examines the perceived competence in predicting response to an accident victim by medical graduates in Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
Participants completed measures of attitude, normative influence and perceived behavior control toward providing pre-hospital
care to an accident victim. Likert scale was used to measure the participant responses. Preliminary and descriptive analysis
were used using SPSS 21.0. Internal consistency of the responses received was measured using Cronbach’s alpha. Results:
Almost all medical graduates agreed that road accidents are common in their area (male: 92%; female: 78%). More male
medical graduates (28%) reported helping an accident victim as compared to female physicians (9%) in the previous three
months. Majority of study participants (96%) reported that providing immediate care to an accident victim is essential to save
the life of an individual.  Experience of helping an accident victim was considered unpleasant by the majority of female
participants (70%) as compared to male participants (36%). A large number of participants believed that their friends (80%)
and  colleagues  (96%)  would  appreciate  them helping  an  accident  victim in  a  pre-hospital  setting.  A  large  number  of
participants also believed that they possess the necessary skills and competencies (80%) towards helping a roadside accident
victim in the pre-hospital  care environment.  Perceived competence of  helping a roadside accident victim until  they are
transferred to a health facility was reported by less than half of the participants (male: 56%; female: 43%). Conclusion: Medical
graduates have necessary attitude, competencies, and intention of helping a roadside accident victim. The societal response
towards helping a road side accident victim is also supportive. In spite of positive determinants, a large proportion of medical
graduates have perceived lack of competence in helping a roadside accident victim. This is essential to explore further as
providing pre-hospital care to a roadside accident victim is an essential step in establishing the continuum of care to an
accident victim especially in countries where pre-hospital services are in developing phase.
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