
The Development of Psychosis in Offenders and Its Relationship to Crime
Authors : Belinda Crissman
Abstract  :  Serious  mental  disorder  is  greatly  overrepresented  in  prisoners  compared  to  the  general  community,  with
consequences  for  prison management,  recidivism and the  prisoners  themselves.  Incarcerated individuals  with  psychotic
disorders experience insufficient detection and treatment and higher rates of suicide in custody. However direct evidence to
explain the overrepresentation of individuals with psychosis in prisons is sparse. The current study aimed to use a life course
criminology perspective to answer two key questions: 1) What is the temporal relationship between psychosis and offending
(does first mental health contact precede first recorded offence, or does the offending precede the mental health diagnosis)? 2)
Are there key temporal points or system contacts prior to incarceration that could be identified as opportunities for early
intervention? Data from the innovative Queensland Linkage project was used to link individuals with their corrections, health
and relevant social service systems to answer these questions.
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