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Abstract : Migration cannot necessarily relieve pressure on water resources in origin communities, and male out-migration
can increase the water management burden of women. However, inflows of financial remittances seem to offer possibilities of
investing in improving drinking-water access. Therefore, remittances may be an important pathway for migrants to support
water security. This paper explores the association between water access and the receipt of remittances in households in sub-
Saharan Africa. Data from round 6 of the 'Afrobarometer' surveys in 2016 were used (n= 49,137). Descriptive, bivariate and
multivariate statistical analyses were carried out in this study. Regardless of country, findings from descriptive analyses
showed that approximately 80% of the respondents never received remittance, and 52% had enough clean water. Only one-fifth
of the respondents had piped water supply inside the house (19.9%), and approximately 25% had access to a toilet inside the
house. Bivariate analyses revealed that even though receiving remittances was significantly associated with water supply, the
strength of association was very weak. However, other factors such as the area of residence (rural vs. urban), cash income
frequencies, electricity access, and asset ownership were strongly associated with water access. Results from unadjusted
multinomial logistic regression revealed that the probability of having no access to piped water increased among remittance
recipients who received financial support at least once a month (OR=1.324) (p < 0.001). In contrast, those not receiving
remittances were more likely to regularly have a water access concern (OR=1.294) (p < 0.001), and not have access to a
latrine (OR=1.665) (p < 0.001). In conclusion, receiving remittances is significantly related to water access as the strength of
odds ratios for socio-demographic factors was stronger.
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