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Abstract : This paper explores the challenges in Cognitive Translation Studies (CTS) conceptual development to accommodate
professionals’ perceptions in the language industry into CTS established theoretical apparatus, empirical research projects,
and  university  pedagogical  proposals.  A  comparative  conceptual  assessment  framework  is  developed  from  a  pluralist
epistemological stance that promotes interdisciplinary explorations of the translation process. The framework is used to review
key notions such as expertise or feedback, as understood by language industry stakeholders. This review is followed by an
analysis of how these notions can enrich research constructs to be applied in empirical investigations of translators’ cognitive
processes from an embedded, situated cognition perspective. Thus, it will be proposed to apply the conceptual assessment
framework as an effort towards strengthening the interpretative research tools and bridging the gap between industry and
academia. The conclusions of this analysis will serve as a basis to further discuss how professional practices, combined with
our current knowledge about expertise development in cognitive science and Expertise Studies, can enhance the learning
experience of university translation students and help them better understand the processes and requirements of professional
cross-linguistic mediation.
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