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Abstract : Under the background of the increasing Sino-US trade friction, the two nations pay more attention to the medias’
words. This paper mainly studies the causality, effectiveness, and influence of discourse construction between traditional
media and social media. Based on the Network Agenda Setting theory, a kind of associative memory pattern in Psychology, who
focuses on how media affect audiences’ cognition of issues and attributes, as well as the significance of the relation between
people and matters. The date of the sample chosen in this paper ranges from March 23, 2018, to April 30, 2019. A total of 395
Tweets of Donald Trump are obtained, and 731 related reports are collected from the mainstream American newspapers
including New York Times, the Washington Post and the Washington Street, by using Factiva and other databases. The sample
data are processed by MAXQDA while the media discourses are analyzed by SPSS and Cite Space, with an aim to study: 1)
whether the inter-media discourse construction exists; 2) which media (traditional media V.S. social media) is dominant; 3) the
causality between two media. The results show: 1) the discourse construction between three American mainstream newspapers
and Donald Trump's Twitter is proved in some periods; 2) the dominant position is extremely depended on the events; 3) the
causality between two media is decided by many reasons. New media technology shortens the time of agenda-setting effect to
one day or less. By comparing the specific relation between the three major American newspapers and Donald Trump’s Twitter,
whose popularity and influence could be reflected. Hopefully, this paper could enable readers to have a more comprehensive
understanding of the international media language and political environment.
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