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Abstract : From the perspective of viewing urban design as the architecture of public spaces, the latter has many advantages;
for example, in achieving attractive and vibrant public spaces, ensuring safety and amenity, supporting a strong sense of place
and local character. Besides all advantages, such spaces nevertheless trigger numerous dilemmas, how to design urban spaces
preserving the quality of life in the long term while equally achieving cohesion between new urban developments and the
already existing urban structure without causing a split in history through the cause of functional and aesthetic degradation.
Analysis of this article seeks to propose a methodology deemed essential for assessing and stimulating design criteria of the
public spaces when rehabilitating urban sites. The method’s utility is shown by analyzing rehabilitation projects in Gaza Strip,
whose design of the public spaces has mainly focused on the physical aspect ignoring the place’s local identity, users’ needs,
and history. The proposed methodology serves as a guide for municipal authorities and technical teams to deal with
interventions that would rework the role of urban design towards making sense of place.
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