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Abstract : The research aims to study the background and format of Tableau Vivant suite song and the singing style of Kru
Luen SunTharawatin. The data is gained by content analysis and the in-depth interview from experts on Tableau Vivant suite
song, as well as an analysis on singing style of Kru Luen SunTharawatin. The research results are as follows: (1) The Tableau
Vivant suite song first appeared in the reign of King Rama V, composing by Prince Naris, for paralleling with the still picture
presentation offered to Crown Prince Maha Vajirunahit, which was adapted from the French performance Tableau Vivant. The
performance is assigned to perform by the Crown Prince’s younger brother and other young royal siblings. The 8 suite songs
were played by archeological Thai orchestra (Piphat duek dam ban) and were restored once again in the reign of King Rama
VII for the pleasure of the king, being sung by the Royal Entertainment Department Officers. (2) The format of Tableau Vivant
suite song is a short series song, composing a double strand of 4 to 6 songs with 6 suite songs in 8 suites, in the form of a
combination of suite lyric - Unnarut (the play narrated by King Rama I) and Phra Pen Chao (the homage to Brahman gods in Na
Phat song); and suite song - Khom Dam Din with Khmer tone; the Three Kingdoms with Chinese tone; Rajadhirat with Burmese
and Mon tone; Nitra Chakrit (the Arabian Night) with Arabian tone; Cinderella with Western tone; Phra Lor in Laotian tone. (3)
The Tableau Vivant suite singing style of Kru Luen SunTharawatin is based on Phra-ya Sanor Duriyang (Cham SunTharawatin)
style, which was newly created for Kru Luen, his daughter. The five suite songs Khom Dam Din, the Three Kingdoms,
Rajadhirat, Nitra Chakrit (the Arabian Night), Cinderella, Phra Lor have their distinguish tones according to their language
accents. The songs were recorded in the album of the Royal Institute of Thailand in 1931; but, unfortunately, the entire album
was completely destroyed during the World War II in Germany.
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