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Abstract : Over the past two decades, number of international travels rose significantly in the United Kingdom and Worldwide
in the shape of business travels and holiday travels as well. The fact that elderly people travel a lot, more than ever before
increased the needs for medical evacuations (repatriations) back home if they fell ill abroad or had any kind of accident. This
paper concerns medical evacuations of patients on the way back home to the United Kingdom (United Kingdom Residents) and
their specific medical needs during short-haul or long-haul commercial scheduled flight and ground transportation to the final
destination regardless whether it was hospital or usual place of residence. Particular medical need during medical evacuations
is oxygen supply and it can be supplied via portable oxygen concentrator, pulse flow oxygenator or continuous free flow
oxygenator depending on the main diagnosis and patient’s comorbidities. In this retrospective study, patients were divided into
two groups. One group was consisted of patients suffering from cardio-respiratory diagnoses as primary illness. Another Group
consisted of patients suffering from noncardiac illnesses who have other problems including any kind of physical injury. Needs
for oxygen and type of supply were carefully considered in regards of duration of the flight, standard airline cabin pressure and
results described in this retrospective study.
Keywords : commercial flight, elderly travellers, medical evacuations, oxygen
Conference Title : ICAM 2019 : International Conference on Aerospace Medicine
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : April 24-25, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Health and Medical Engineering

Vol:13, No:04, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 M

ed
ic

al
 E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

04
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
06

63
8.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(04) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/106638.pdf

