
Disaster Management and Resilience: A Conceptual Synthesis of Local
Authors : Oshienemen Albert, Dilanthi Amaratunga, Richard Haigh
Abstract : Globally, disasters of any form can affect the environment, built environment, the waterways, societies, nations and
communities  in  diverse areas.  The such impacts  could cut  across,  economic loss,  social  setting,  cultural  and livelihood
structures of affected population. Thus, the raise of disaster impacts across developing nations are alarming with decades
impact due to the lack of hard and soft infrastructural development across communities, inconsistency in the governmental
policy and implementation, making it difficult for disaster affected communities to bounce back when necessary, especially in
Nigeria. The Nigeria disasters, especially oil spillages have affected diverse communities across the Niger Delta region for
decades with little or nothing as external support for the broken livelihood structure, cultural and economic damages of the
people. Though, in the spirit of contribution to the communities affected by oil spill and negative consequence of petroleum
production, the federal government at different times established some impressionistic bodies and agencies to oversee the
affairs of the region as with regards to oil spillages and development. Thus, the agencies contributions are yet to manifest in
practice.  This  amplifies  the  quest  for  the  structural  clarities  of  the  management  systems  and  the  resilience’s  of  the
communities, to better equip the communities for any such disaster. Therefore, the study sets to explore the Nigerian disaster
management systems and resilience concept at local community level. Thus, desk-based approach and interviews are employed
for the synthesis while, drawing conclusion and recommendations.
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