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Abstract : Programming is one of the challenging subjects in the field of computing. In the higher education sphere, some
programming novices&rsquo; performance, retention rate, and success rate are not improving. Most of the time, the problem
is caused by the slow pace of learning, difficulty in grasping the syntax of the programming language and poor logical skills.
More importantly, programming forms part of major subjects within the field of computing. As a result, specialized pedagogical
methods and innovation are highly recommended. Little research has been done on the potential productivity of the WhatsApp
platform as part of a blended learning model. In this article, the authors discuss the WhatsApp group as a part of blended
learning model incorporated for a group of programming novices. We discuss possible administrative activities for productive
utilisation of the WhatsApp group on the blended learning overview. The aim is to take advantage of the popularity of
WhatsApp and the time students spend on it for their educational purpose. We believe that blended learning featuring a
WhatsApp group may ease novices&rsquo; cognitive load and strengthen their foundational programming knowledge and
skills. This is a work in progress as the proposed blended learning model with WhatsApp incorporated is yet to be
implemented.
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