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Abstract : This study examined the impact, if any, of mobile technology on the achievement of United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal 4: Quality Education for All. It focused specifically on teachers and their practice, in a school with large
class sizes and limited teaching resources. Teachers in third grade in a large public school in Mozambique were provided with
an iPad connected to a projector, powered by a mobile solar-panel. Teachers also participated in ten days of professional
development workshops over thirteen months. Teacher discussions, micro-teaching sessions and classes in the school were
video-recorded, and data was triangulated using surveys and additional documents including class plans, digital artifacts
created by teachers, workshop notes and researcher field notes. The catalyst for teachers’ creativity development was to use
the photographic capabilities of the iPad to capture the local context and make lessons relevant to the lived experience of the
students. In the transition stage, teachers worked with lesson plans and support from the professional development workshops
to make small incremental changes to their practice, which scaffolded their growing competence in the creative use of the
technology as a tool for teaching and developing new teaching resources. Over the full period of the study, these small changes
in practice resulted in a cultural shift in how teachers approached all lessons, even those in which they were not using the
technology. They developed into working as a community of practice. The digital lessons created were re-used and further
developed by other teachers, providing a relevant and valuable bank of content in a context lacking in books and other
teaching resources. This study demonstrated that mobile technology proved to be a successful catalyst for impacting creative
teaching practice in this context, and supports the Quality Education for All Sustainable Development Goal.
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