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Abstract : The exploration of the relationship between social trust and the support of the welfare system in transitional
countries has attracted growing interests in recent decades. This study estimates the effects of interpersonal and institutional
trust on the support of the welfare system in 27 countries in Eastern Europe the former Soviet Union. We estimate the data
sets from the Life-in-Transition Survey 2010 and 2016 with binomial regression models. The results indicate that both
interpersonal and institutional trust have positive effects on the support for the welfare system in all the three areas under
investigation: helping the needy, public healthcare and public education, both in the less developed countries of the former
Soviet Union and in the more developed Eastern European countries. Furthermore, the positive effects of interpersonal and
institutional trust on support for helping the needy, public healthcare and public education were found to grow over time. In
conclusion, this study confirms that interpersonal and institutional trusts have positive effects for the public support of the
welfare system in these transitional countries under investigation, regardless of their level of development.
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