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Abstract : The economic migration (intra-EU) is a topic of debate in the public space in both countries of origin and countries
of destination. Since the 1990s, after the collapse of communist regimes and then the accession of some former communist
countries to the EU, the migratory flows of migrants (including Romanian migrants) to EU countries has been increased
constantly. Italy is one of the main countries of destination among Romanians since at the moment Italy hosts more than one
million  Romanian  migrants.  Based on  an  interdisciplinary  analytical  framework  focused on  the  theories  in  the  field  of
transnationalism, media and migration studies and critical media analysis, this paper investigates the media construction of
intra-EU  economic  migration  in  the  Italian  press  from  two  main  perspectives.  The  first  point  of  view  is  the  media
representation of Romanian migrants in the Italian press in a specific context: the EU elections in 2014. The second one
explores the way in which Romanian journalists use the media in the destinations countries (such as Italy) as a source to
address the issue of  migration.  In this context,  the paper focuses on online articles related to the Romanian migrants’
representation in the media before and during the EU elections in two newspapers (La Repubblica from Italy and Adevarul
from  Romania),  published  during  January-May  2014.  The  methodology  is  based  on  a  social-constructivist  approach,
predominantly discursive and includes elements of critical discourse analysis (CDA) to identify the patterns of Romanian
migrants in the Italian press as well as strategies for building categories, identities, and roles of migrants. The aim of such an
approach is to find out the dynamic of the media discourse on migration from a destination country in the light of a European
electoral context (EU elections) and based on the results, to propose scenarios for the elections to be held this year.
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