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Abstract : School health services through regular screening of school students’ health status have been the main responsibility
for community or school health nurses. The purposes of these retrospective study were to assess and compare health problems
between government and private primary school students in the central region of Thailand. The data were collected from the
school health records in October at the end of the first semester in the academic year 2018. Two thousand and fifty primary
school health records from government and private primary schools were gathered to assess health problems regarding
anthropometric  measurements,  physical  examination/personal  hygiene,  and  clinical  findings  for  this  study.  Descriptive
statistics and Chi-square were used to be analyzed. The results revealed that health problems of all the school students
remained high magnitude. The five top ranks for prevalence rate of health problems were dental caries (36.6%), visual acuity
problem (27.7%), over-nutrition (16.8%), head lice (12.8%), and under-nutrition (6.8%), respectively. However, when compared
between government and private schools among five health problems; dental caries (55.0% vs 19.9%), visual acuity problem
(23.1% vs 31.9%), over-nutrition (20.2% vs 13.8%), head lice (26.5% vs 0.3%), and under-nutrition (10.6% vs 3.4%) with Chi-
square analysis, there were significantly different (p < .001). The problem of visual acuity seems to be more serious in private
schools while other health problems tend to be more critical in government schools. The findings have suggested that parents
who have children in the private primary schools should pay more attention to visual health defects whereas parents with
children in the government school should pay more vigilance regards to hygiene and health behavior problems.
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