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Abstract : Inclusive provisions have been statutorily mandated in North America for now over two decades. Despite a growing
body of literature around inclusive practices, many in-service teachers continue to express difficulties when it  comes to
tangible implementation of inclusion in the everyday classroom. While there is debate around the various forms inclusion can
take (UDL, differentiation, personalization, etc.), there appears to be a more significant hurdle in getting in-service teachers to
fully embrace inclusion both as a goal and a practice. This paper investigates teachers’ degree of awareness around the Social
Model of Disability. It argues that teachers often lack basic awareness of disability studies, more particularly of the Social
Model of Disability, and that this has a direct impact on their capacity to conceptualize and embrace inclusion. The paper
draws from the researcher’s experience as a graduate instructor with in-service teachers, as well as from his experience as a
consultant working with schools and school boards. The methodology chosen here is phenomenology, and it draws on tools
such as auto-ethnography. The paper opens a discussion around the reform and transformation of pre-service teacher training.
It argues that disability studies should be integrated into teacher training as it plays a key role in having teachers develop a
theoretical understanding of disability as a social construct.
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