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Abstract : Bodija market is classified as Central Business District (CBD) of Ibadan North Local Government Area of Oyo State
(Nigeria) because of socio economic activities, so Crime is a peculiar social issue that causes insecurity. The law enforcement
agencies tasked with crime prevention and control such as the Nigerian Police have insufficient manpower, and a resultant
effect is the emergence of Vigilante groups as citizen’s response to crime control and prevention (self-help). The research
design adopted for this study is a case study design exploring Vigilante activities in Bodija Market. The study utilizes both
quantitative and qualitative approach, sources of data includes primary and secondary sources. A sample of 127 respondents
randomly picked from the 4 sections of Bodija Market through questionnaire, comprising of 50 male and 77 females which
alienates issues of gender bias in addition to the 4 in-depth interview, making a total of 131 respondents. Statistical package
for Social Sciences (SPSS) was used. The descriptive statistics of simple frequency, percentage, charts and graphs were
computed for the analysis. Finding in the study shows that the market vigilante is able to deter and disrupt criminal activities
through strategic spiritual intelligence (SSI), use of charm and juju, physical presence in strategic locations vulnerable to crime
occurrence. Findings in the study also show that vigilantes collaborate with the police by assisting them in surveillance,
tracking down criminals, identifying black spots, acting as informants to the police, arrest and handover criminal to police.
Their  challenges include poor equipment,  motivation,  unhealthy rivalry between the vigilante and the police.  The study
recommends that the government should support vigilantes with logistics and training, including patrol vehicle and radio
communication. The study also recommends the integration of the informal mechanism (juju and charm) of crime detection and
prevention into the formal policing strategy, an office should be created in the force commands for use of SSI.
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