
Sustainable Land Use Policy and Monitoring Urban Land Expansion in
Kabul: A Case Study of Rapid Urbanization

Authors : Osama Hidayat, Yoshitaka Kajiat
Abstract : Kabul is a city that is highly representative of Afghanistan’s rapid urbanization process. As the city rapidly expands,
there are enormous challenges to the sustainable use of land resources. This paper evaluates land use change and urban
spatial expansion, from 1950 to 2016, in Kabul the capital of Afghanistan, using satellite images, field observation, and socio-
economic data.  The discussion covers  the reduction in  rural-to-urban land conversion,  the delineation of  urban growth
boundaries,  arable  land  reclamation  and  the  establishment  of  farmland  protection  areas,  urban  upgrading,  and  the
investigation and prosecution of illegal construction. This paper considers the aspects of urbanization and land management
systems in Afghanistan. Efficient frames are outlined in Kabul for the following elements: governmental self-restraint and
policy modification. The paper concludes that Kabul’s sustainable land use practices can provide a reference for other cities in
Afghanistan.
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