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Abstract : Looking at the contraceptive use and unmet need specific to the different age groups would help to understand
various determinants and characteristics of women from different age groups, which are often being neglected. The study
explores contraceptive behavior, unmet need for family planning and its correlates among young nulliparous women aged
15-29, using data from NFHS-4 (2015-16), India. Method: The study utilized information from 26,924 currently married women,
who has no child or who have had first terminated pregnancy and was aged 15-29 at the time of the survey. Chi-Square and
logistic  regression  analysis  have  been  used  to  assess  the  effects  of  socio-economic  characteristics.  Results:  Of  all  the
considered explanatory variables  religion,  caste,  education,  current  age,  age at  marriage,  media exposure and regional
differences were found to be significantly affecting the behavior of contraceptive use. Women of the 25-29 age group are 0.6
percent less likely to have an unmet need than women of 12-19 age group. Unmet need is increasing with the increased level of
education. Muslim women are 0.3 percent less likely to have an unmet need than women of Hindu category. Conclusion:
Separate considerations must be given to the needs for family planning formation among nulliparous women along with the
factors associated with the use and non-use of contraceptives among them. Separate considerations must be given for effective
promotion  of  FP  knowledge  through print,  electronic  media,  towards  the  unequal  access  to  the  contraceptives  among
nulliparous women. Marriages after legal minimum age and encouraging women for higher education may address existing
socio-economic barriers.
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