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Abstract : This study is an investigation into ‘The role of teaching assistants (TAs) for deaf pupils in an English primary
school’, in order not only to contribute to the education of deaf pupils but also contribute to the literature, in which there has
been a lack of attention paid to the role of TAs for deaf pupils. With this in mind, the research design was planned based on
using a case study as a qualitative research approach in order to have a deep and first-hand understanding of the case for ‘the
role of TAs for deaf pupils’ in a real-life context. 12 semi-structured classroom observations and six semi-structured interviews
were carried out with four TAs and two teachers in one English mainstream primary school. The data analysis followed a
thematic analysis framework. The results indicated that TAs are utilised based on a one-on-one support model and are deployed
under the class teacher in the classroom. Out of the classroom activities are carried out in small groups with the agreement of
the TAs and the class teacher, as per the policy of the school. Due to the one-on-one TA support model, the study pointed out
the seven different roles carried out by TAs in the education of deaf pupils in an English mainstream primary school. While
supporting deaf pupils academically and socially are the main roles of TAs, they also support deaf pupils by recording their
progress, communicating with their parents, taking on a pastoral care role, tutoring them in additional support lessons, and
raising awareness of deaf pupils’ issues.
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