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Abstract  :  The  present  ethnographic  study  examines  how  domestic  violence  and  authoritative  knowledge  affect  the
reproductive health of females; in terms of contraceptive behavior and induced abortion. This qualitative study has been
conducted by collecting in depth informal interviews and case studies of 12 female respondents living in an urban slum of
Keraniganj, located Dhaka city. The study depicts how multivariable factors are linked to a woman’s ability to contracept and
make abortion decisions in a cultural context where being a wife infers to submission, limited mobility, sexual availability, and
restricted  autonomy on  her  own reproduction  health.  This  study  shows how violence  is  being  normalized  and socially
acceptable, every time women do not adhere to go through expected gender roles. The study primarily explores the subjective
experiences and perceptions of the females about contraceptive behavior as well as abortions from a medical anthropological
perspective. A number of salient examples are highlighted into this paper where women who go through abortion or adopt
various measures of contraceptives get highly influenced by authoritative knowledge or under the pressure of male dominance.
The lack of female autonomy or prevalence of domestic violence challenges the gender equality of Bangladeshi society and
female sovereignty in accessing sexual or reproductive rights. This paper remarks the significance of medical anthropological
research that helps to understand the intricate interrelationship between authoritative knowledge and male dominance with
female reproductive health in order to reduce women’s risk of experiencing domestic violence and to promote reproductive
health autonomy for themselves for espousing contraceptive behaviors and abortion decisions.
Keywords : abortion, authoritative knowledge, contraception, domestic violence, reproductive health
Conference Title : ICMCH 2019 : International Conference on Maternal and Child Health
Conference Location : Rome, Italy
Conference Dates : July 22-23, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Medical and Health Sciences

Vol:13, No:07, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 M
ed

ic
al

 a
nd

 H
ea

lth
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

3,
 N

o:
07

, 2
01

9 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

05
49

0.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(07) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/105490.pdf

