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Abstract : &lsquo;Bioeconomy&rsquo; is a complex concept that cuts across many sectors and covers several policy areas. To
achieve an overall understanding and support a successful bioeconomy, a cross-sectorial approach is necessary. In practice,
due to the concept&rsquo;s wide scope and varying international approaches, fully understanding bioeconomy is challenging
on policy level. This paper provides a background of the topic through an analysis of bioeconomy strategies in the Baltic Sea
region.  Expert  interviews  and  a  small  survey  were  conducted  to  discover  the  current  and  intended  focuses  of  these
countries&rsquo; bioeconomy sectors. The research shows that supporting sustainability is one of the keys in developing the
future  bioeconomy.  The results  highlighted that  the  bioeconomy has  to  be sustainable  and based on circular  economy
principles. Currently, traditional bioeconomy sectors like food, wood, fish &amp; waters as well as fuel &amp; energy, which
are in the core of national bioeconomy strategies, are best known and are considered more relevant than other bioeconomy
industries. However, there is increasing potential for novel sectors, such as textiles and pharmaceuticals. The present research
indicates that the opportunities presented by these bioeconomy sectors should be recognised and promoted.  Education,
research and innovation can play key roles in developing transformative and sustainable improvements in primary production
and renewable resources. Furthermore, cooperation between businesses and educators is important.
Keywords : bioeconomy, circular economy, policy, strategy
Conference Title : ICBSD 2019 : International Conference on Bioeconomy and Sustainable Development
Conference Location : Rome, Italy
Conference Dates : May 02-03, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:13, No:05, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

05
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
05

42
6.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(05) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/105426.pdf

