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Abstract : The main objective of this research was to study the basics aspects of the ecology of a group of capuchin monkeys
(Cebus spp.), evaluating the risks that habit and food that is given by the visitors may cause to the people's health and animals
welfare, also how to make proposals for mitigation and management guidelines. In order to do that, some aspects of the
animal's ecology (such as diet, habitat range and habitat use) and activity patterns were studied. It was also measured the
frequency of contact with visitors at the park using protocols for data collection. The behavioral categories of displacement and
resting represent more than 80% of total activities, followed by feeding (13%) and others (6%). When compared to the studies
in natural environment, the Cebus group studied has a small living area (1.7ha) occupying mostly the PEAL public area. The
diversity of  items offered by the visitors and the high frequency of  contact  closer than one meter suggests that  using
information and education campaigns must be a priority in the public program in PEAL in order to avoid future accidents and
diseases transmissions.
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