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Abstract : Through 21 walking interviews with women from various backgrounds and positionalities, this study examines
issues  of  identity  politics  in  Montreal’s  sociocultural  space.  The  research  looks  at  the  social,  political  and  economical
implications of claiming or refusing identifications amongst women of sexual diversity (e.g. defining as lesbian, queer, bi, pan,
fluid or not wanting to identity). The results are analysed from a phenomenological perspective, paying attention to the
participants personal interpretations and perspectives, as well as contextualising the interviews in time and space. Using
intersectional insights, this study pays attention to varying social positions, including immigration status (newly immigrated,
rural to city immigration, Montreal-born, seeking asylum), age (20 to 80), gender (cis, trans and intersex women), relationship
style (monogamous and polyamorous) and class. Preliminary findings include a generational shift in issues (e.g. community
politics within lesbian communities in the 1980s), varying perspectives on the need of exclusive and safe spaces, shifts in issues
of racism and transphobia and identifying points of tensions within conceptualisations of queer and lesbian positionalities.
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