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Abstract : The promotion of tree growing as a lucrative enterprise is the focus of this paper as management practices have
shifted focus from protection of natural forest resources to community/government partnerships with the aim of resource
conservation, management and increase of on-farm tree growing. Using KEFRI as (the source) of information pertaining Melia
volkensii (the medium or message) being transferred, this paper investigates the current perception towards forestry and the
behavioural attitudes of recipients of forest intervention activities. The two objectives explored in this paper are to find out the
level of adoption of Mukau in Kitui, Kibwezi and Samburu/Taru and secondly, to find out the characteristics of the adoption
process between Kitui, Kibwezi and Samburu/Taru. The methodologies used during data collection were participatory rural
appraisal tools in conjunction with the social survey questionnaires. Simple random sampling and snowball sampling were used
to identify respondents within the three target sites and analysis was done using SPSS. Results of the study of indicating that
adoption rates of the Mukau in Samburu/Taru, where forestry-related activities were introduced within the past one decade
had significantly increase despite initial resistance. The other areas, which had benefited from numerous decades of intense
forestry extension projects and activities, indicated a decline in re-adoption rates of Mukau as an enterprise. This study has
brought out the reality of adoption trends and state of Mukau population within the three counties while providing a glimpse
towards the communities’ perception in regards to adoption of forestry and other environmental innovations. The outcome of
the study is to provide a guideline for extension/ dissemination officers in KEFRI and related stakeholders to promote seamless
cohesive interaction between the recipient communities of the proposed interventions.
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